
Come join us  for  the book launch of  Asian Paci f ic  American author,  Li l l ian Howan,  who 
wi l l  read f rom her  debut  novel ,  The Charm Buyers ,  f rom Univers i ty  o f  Hawai ' i  Press .  This  
book descr ibes  extraordinary  beauty  and turbulent  change:  Tahi t i  dur ing the las t  years  o f  
French nuclear  tes t ing in  the Paci f ic  in  the 1990s.  

A supernatural ,  shamanic real i ty  exis ts  
together  wi th  the t radi t ions  o f  the Hakka 
Chinese,  set  against  the background of  the 
French colonial  past  and the Ma‘ohi  s t rug-
gle  for  independence.  The Charm Buyers  
presents  a  world in  t ransi t ion and i ts  
people— black pear l  cul t ivators ,  ar t is ts ,  
taro  farmers ,  pol i t ic ians ,  smugglers ,  and 
shamans.  

"The Charm Buyers  is  a  thought-provoking insight  into  a  
t ime of  cul tural  change.  I t  captures  an essence of  
exis t ing between real i ty  and surreal i ty,  dreaming and 
wakefulness ,  the past  and the future ."  

—Foreword Reviews
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Refreshments will be served!
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